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September 25, 2003

David Cline, UCLA
Youngho Seo, UCLA

Adam Para, Fermilab

Franco Sergiampietri, Pisa

Dear Dave, Youngho, Adam, and Franco,


Thank you for your letter of June 4 concerning a possible Fermilab R&D initiative in the field of liquid argon detectors, with a view to future neutrino experiments.


As a general statement, we certainly have had in the past, and could in the future mount a program in support of cryogenic liquid detectors.  We would note that the D0 detector is operating successfully.


However, the range of speculative efforts we can mount within our very tight funding is limited.  As we read your letter, the effort required to do what you ask would be non-trivial.  Further, we do not see this as the next key step in the neutrino program.  We feel that the next step towards sensitivity an order of magnitude better than Chooz is more likely to be made using non-cryogenic techniques.


Therefore, we do not see our way to respond positively to your request at this time.  On the other hand, Fermilab and the field in the US will both be looking at the planning of a future neutrino program.  At Fermilab, we will also look at broader aspects of the Laboratory including the scope of detector R&D.  We will ensure that your interest and recommendation are seen and heard in our discussions.  In fact, one of you (Adam) is on the Detector R&D Subcommittee of our Long Range Planning initiative.


Sincerely,



Michael Witherell
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