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Background
The goal of the NuMI/MINOS project was to provide the capability of mounting long baseline neutrino oscillation experiments at Fermilab. The project consisted of construction of a far neutrino detector in the Soudan Mine in northern Minnesota, a similar near detector on the Fermilab site, and a beam line from the Main Injector, which led to the production of neutrinos directed at these two detectors.  Since the pitch angle from Fermilab to the far detector is downward at 58 milliradians, the near detector and most of the beam line were constructed deep underground, greatly increasing the complexity. This project was successfully completed in 2005.
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Accomplishments in FY05
The project completed construction, commissioned the beam line and the MINOS near detector, met CD-4 requirements of delivery of a proton beam to the neutrino production target and observation of neutrino events in the near detector, and began operations.
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Accomplishments Expected in FY06 and FY07
Operation and maintenance of the NuMI beam line facility is the responsibility of the Accelerator Division’s External Beams Department.
