Minutes of staff-student meeting held on 22nd of April 2004 at 14.00pm in Kelvin Building, Room 452
Present
Dr. R. St.Denis

Sharon Allison

Andrew Collins

Apologies
Laura Appleyard

Chairperson

Andrew Collins

Minutes

Sharon Allison

Previous Minutes

No matters arising from previous minutes.

Matters Arising
Lectures
There was a general concern as to the attendance of lectures.  It was suggested that students were put off coming to the lectures as they are unfamiliar with the equations/calculations that are incorporated into the course.

It was suggested that supplementary basic physics lectures could be given, although this has proven to be unsuccessful in previous years.

There was mention of a compulsory fundamental science course being run by IBLS for first year students intending to take degrees within IBLS.

Laboratories
It has been suggested that the structure of the laboratories should be changed.  A proposal has been made to increase the laboratory times to two hours per week.  Within that two hour period, two topics will be covered, instead of the one topic being covered per week at the moment.  There will be an option each week to complete the laboratories on one of two days.  Dr. St.Denis will request this change through IBLS.
It has been raised that there is not enough emphasis being placed on the importance of laboratories.  This will be stressed more clearly in next years introductory lecture.

Assessments
Students feel that they should be given more guidance regarding the extended response questions that will appear in the degree exam.  It was proposed that this should be covered in the revision session due to take place on the 6th of May. 

Tutorials
Students have expressed dissatisfaction in the previous tutorial.  It was felt that not enough time was spent going over the answers and the presentation was rather rushed.  More emphasis will be placed on the forthcoming tutorials and different methods of teaching will be looked in to (eg. MCQ power point software).
Students also felt that the name of “Revision Session” as used in the CID does not encourage attendance and it should possibly be renamed “Tutorial for Degree Exam” to maximise attendance.

Textbooks & Learning Resources

Complaint was issued concerning the current textbooks, said to be of little relevance to the course.  Point has been taken and a new book has been recommended: “Physics & Biology in Medicine” 2nd Edition. Paul Davidovits.

Students are unaware of how to access the computer software available to accompany the lectures.  It can be accessed from the physics departments computer clusters.  An e-mail has been sent to Dr Caroline Cantley to ask if she would bring this to the attention of students in the lecture on 23rd April.

Any other business
There has been good feedback from the students regarding the relevance of the essay titles issued.

Meeting concluded at 15.00pm, date of next meeting has still to be confirmed.
